
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 4 April 2019] 

 p2121a-2121a 
Mr Roger Cook 

 [1] 

MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
Fiona Stanley Hospital — Power Outage — Personal Explanation 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Health) [2.55 pm]: I rise under standing order 148 to clarify and 
add to the information that I provided to the house this morning regarding the power outage at Fiona Stanley 
Hospital yesterday morning. 
The SPEAKER: Proceed. 
Mr R.H. COOK: As I explained this morning, this matter is the subject of an ongoing investigation by the 
South Metropolitan Health Service and the plant operator Serco. Information into the circumstances and the 
consequences of the power outage is fluid. However, I informed the house this morning that I would provide 
updates as and when they were available. I can advise the house that there are four generators at Fiona Stanley 
Hospital—two are diesel and two are gas-fired generators. The diesel generators are backup generators that kick 
in when there is a power outage. The diesel generators are tested weekly, and were last tested on 30 March 2019. 
I am now advised that at the time the power outage occurred, the downtime procedures were immediately enacted 
across the hospital and the two diesel generators fired up. However, after 20 minutes, one generator disconnected 
itself and was not used for the remainder of the power outage. At the same time, the other backup diesel generator 
reduced its power. This reduced power was rectified after a period of seven minutes and the generator continued 
uninterrupted at full power for the remainder of the power outage. I am advised that there was no interruption to 
the power supply for critical patient equipment throughout the outage. I have again been assured that there were 
no adverse impacts on patients, visitors or staff other than the inconvenience caused by the postponement of 
operations and shutting of lifts. 
A thorough review of clinical incident data is pending, and at this stage no major clinical incidents have been 
reported. The Riverton power supply was reconnected at around 1100 hours, and the Murdoch supply was available 
shortly afterwards and reconnected at around 1220 hours. I requested that I be provided with ongoing information 
regarding the review of what occurred, and I will update the house when I have further significant new information. 
I can also inform the house that Mr Paul Forden, chief executive officer of the South Metropolitan Health Service, 
will this afternoon be running through the sequence of events and information available so far with the media so 
that there is complete transparency concerning this matter. Paul Forden is overseeing the investigation into this matter. 
Paul Forden has indicated that Serco is to provide the South Metropolitan Health Service within the next 72 hours 
a report and results from the examination into why the diesel generator cut out and what actions are being taken. 
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